Number: 1101-8/2025-1

Based on the Act Ratifying the Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the
Republic of Slovenia and the Government of the United States of America on the Fulbright Exchange
Program (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 3/22), the General Terms and Conditions of
Operation of the Public Scholarship, Development, Disability, and Maintenance Fund of the Republic
of Slovenia (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, Nos. 35/18 and 35/24), and the Business and
Financial Plan of the Public Scholarship, Development, Disability, and Maintenance Fund of the
Republic of Slovenia for the year 2025, adopted by the Government of the Republic of Slovenia under
Decision No. 47300-3/2025/3, dated 25. 9. 2025, the Public Scholarship, Development, Disability, and
Maintenance Fund of the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter referred to as: the Fund) hereby publishes

Public Call for Applications for the Fulbright Program 2027 (385th Public Call)
1. Subject of the Call

The subject of this public call is the provision of scholarships for participants of the Fulbright Program,
Generation 2027, enabling the academic exchange for citizens of the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter
referred to as: RS) in the United States of America (hereinafter referred to as: USA) and for citizens of
the USA in the RS. Participants in Fulbright Generation 2027 must be approved by the competent
authority in the USA and must conduct most of their academic exchange period during the 2027/2028
academic year.

2. Total Value of the Call

The total value of this public call is EUR 130,000.00.
3. Amount of Available Funds

Citizens of the RS may receive the following funding for the academic exchange in the USA:

— Reimbursement of travel costs in the student and scholar categories, corresponding to the
value of the most economical return airfare in economy class from an airport in the RS (or, in
exceptional cases, from another departure airport) to the appropriate airport in the USA?
based on the location of the host institution.

— A scholarship in the student category, as determined by the competent authority in the USA,
if such a scholarship is not already provided.

U.S. citizens may receive funding for their visit to the Republic of Slovenia to cover the costs of
mandatory health insurance in Slovenia for each month of the visit, as well as a scholarship for each
full month of the visit in the following gross amounts:

— 850.00 € if visiting under the student category, or

— 1,050.00 € if visiting under the scholar category.

Beneficiaries will be eligible for funding linked to the duration of the academic exchange for up to the
number of months approved by the competent authority in the USA.

1 In accordance with Article 6 of the Memorandum of Understanding, the competent authority for implementing the Fulbright Program in
the United States is the U.S. Department of State through the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.



4. Eligibility Criteria

Applicants must meet the following criteria to be eligible for funding:

— Citizenship of the sending country.

— Approval of the academic exchange in the host country within the Fulbright Program, Generation
2027, by the competent authority in the USA.

— Settlement of all outstanding obligations towards the Fund as of the date of application
submission.

The Fund will verify compliance with these criteria in accordance with the law governing general
administrative procedure, and by obtaining data from relevant authorities, the U.S. Embassy in
Slovenia, or host institutions in Slovenia. Should the applicant explicitly prohibit such verification,
they must independently provide the necessary evidence of compliance with the criteria.

5. Application Documentation

Applications must include a duly completed and signed application form for the 385th Public Call for
the Fulbright Program, Generation 2027.

Slovenian citizens must also submit the following:

— At least three offers from different carriers for return airfare from an airport in the RS (or, in
exceptional cases, another appropriate airport?) to the nearest appropriate airport in the USA
based on the host institution's location. In addition to the submitted offers, the Fund may also
verify other available offers.

—  Proof of student status: only required if the applicant is applying for a scholarship in the student
category as per the second indent of the first paragraph of Section 3 and is a full-time student in
the RS who is not employed full-time or part-time.

For Slovenian citizens applying for a scholarship under the second indent of the first paragraph of
Section 3, the Fund will obtain, ex officio, confirmation from the U.S. Embassy in Slovenia regarding
the scholarship amount determined by the competent authority in the USA, which must confirm that
the applicant is not eligible for a scholarship in the USA.

U.S. citizens must also submit the following:
—  Proof of citizenship or a copy of their passport.

Proof of student status: only required if the applicant is applying for a scholarship in the student
category as per the second indent of the first paragraph of Section 3 and is a full-time student in the
USA.

The required documentation may be submitted as copies; however, the Fund reserves the right to
request a certified transcript or the original document for review. Submitted documentation will not
be returned.

2 An exception applies in the case of special circumstances of the applicant, the proximity of another airport, or a more favourable offer for
the cheapest airfare from the second closest airport.



6. Selection Procedure and Allocation Criteria

This public call has an open application deadline. The Fund will process complete applications in the
order of receipt until the funds are exhausted. Funds will be awarded to beneficiaries who meet the
eligibility criteria of the public call.

If the requested amount in the final application exceeds the remaining available funds, the applicant
will only be allocated a proportional share of the eligible funds up to the total amount of funds still
available for this public call. If multiple complete applications meeting the eligibility criteria are
received on the same day, and their combined requested amounts exceed the remaining available
funds, each applicant will be allocated a proportional share of the eligible funds up to the total amount
of funds still available for this public call.

The Fund will issue a decision to each individual applicant.

7. Processing of Applications and Disbursement of Funds

The basis for the disbursement of funds is a final and favourable decision, as defined below.
Disbursement of the allocated funds will generally be carried out as follows:

— For airfare for hosting in the USA: within 15 days of the final decision, in a single payment to
the applicant's personal account, provided the applicant has personally covered the airfare and
submits the appropriate documentation during this period. Alternatively, payment will be
made within 15 days of receiving the necessary proof of purchase and payment of the airfare.
For the scholarship for hosting in the RS or the USA: generally, within 15 days of the final
decision or upon submission of the required documentation (for U.S. citizens: assigned tax
identification number and unique personal identification number for foreigners in the RS
(EMSO0), and submission of a Slovenian or European Economic Area (EEA) bank account
number).

— For the costs of mandatory health insurance in the RS: directly to the Health Insurance
Institute of Slovenia (ZZZS) based on the issued invoice, or as reimbursement within 15 days
upon submission of appropriate proof if the beneficiary has personally covered these costs.

The supporting documents required for payment to a personal account must include the following: a
photocopy of the invoice for the airline ticket, the offer, or the pro forma invoice that served as the
basis for payment. The document must clearly indicate details of the flight and the passenger, as well
as proof of payment (e.g., a receipt, a bank account statement, or a card transaction statement).

Funds referred to in the second and third bullet points of the previous paragraph will be transferred to
the personal account of the beneficiary, opened at a bank in the Republic of Slovenia or within the
European Economic Area.

In accordance with the first paragraph of Article 25 of the Personal Income Tax Act (Official Gazette of
the Republic of Slovenia, No. 13/11 - official consolidated text, 9/12 — Constitutional Court decision,
24/12, 30/12, 40/12 — ZUJF, 75/12, 94/12, 52/13 — Constitutional Court decision, 96/13, 29/14 —
Constitutional Court decision, 50/14, 23/15, 55/15, 63/16, 69/17, 21/19, 28/19, 66/19, 39/22, 132/22
— Constitutional Court decision, 158/22, and 131/23 — ZORZFS), an advance payment of personal



income tax will be withheld from the disbursed funds based on the decision, unless the beneficiary
holds student status or is enrolled as a full-time student® during the academic exchange period in
question.

8. Obligations
The beneficiary is required to:

— Notify the Fund of the start date of the academic exchange program no later than 15 days after
the commencement of the exchange if the actual start date differs from the date specified in
the application form;

— Provide accurate personal and contact information upon application and throughout the
academic exchange period, ensuring the accuracy and timeliness of all required details
necessary for the proper and smooth disbursement of funds (for U.S. citizens: a Slovenian tax
identification number issued by the Financial Administration of the Republic of Slovenia, a
temporary personal identification number for foreigners in the RS (EMSO), a bank account
number opened in Slovenia or the European Economic Area, and a residence permit or
confirmation of an application for a residence permit). The beneficiary must also ensure the
accuracy of any other information that may affect the payment or the fulfiiment of the
academic exchange obligations;

— Complete the academic exchange program under the Fulbright 2027 Program for the agreed-
upon duration;

— Notify the Fund of any changes that may affect or could affect the implementation of the
academic exchange within 30 days of the occurrence of the change or from the date the change
became known;

— Submit a content-based report on the academic exchange, confirmed by the host institution,
to the Fund within 30 days of completing the exchange.

A month of academic exchange is defined as every full month of the exchange period. A full month of
academic exchange ends on the day in the month that numerically corresponds to one day less than
the start date of the exchange. In exceptional cases where it is not feasible to complete all the days of
the academic exchange month due to reasons attributable to the educational/research institution,
public holidays, or other justified circumstances, the Fund will assess the validity of the reasons for the
shorter exchange based on the provided documentation and explanations®.

If the academic exchange ends in a part of the month that does not constitute a full month or fewer
days for unjustified reasons, the beneficiary will be allocated a proportional share of the funds for that
month.

3 In accordance with Point 8 of Article 16 of the Personal Income Tax Act, a pupil, secondary school student, or university student enrolled
full-time under this Act is defined as a person whose primary activity is elementary or secondary education or studies within an academic
program aimed at obtaining a degree, in accordance with the regulations governing elementary, secondary, and higher education.

4 Key for Calculating the Proportional Amount of the Living Expenses Scholarship for U.S. Students: The expected monthly scholarship
under this public call is divided by 30 days. The result represents the eligible amount for each day of the visit, which serves as the basis for
the calculation in cases where the visit within a month is shorter. Key for Calculating the Proportional Amount of the Scholarship for a Visit
to the United States: The amount of the scholarship as determined by the relevant U.S. authority is divided by the approved number of
months of the visit, converted into days. The result represents the eligible amount for each day of the visit, which serves as the basis for the
calculation of the proportional amount for unrealized days.



If the academic exchange lasts fewer months than the agreed and approved duration, the beneficiary
must return the funds already disbursed for the months or days not realized.

The beneficiary is required to return all funds received if it is determined that any application contained
false, inaccurate, or misleading information. Furthermore, the beneficiary must fulfil all obligations
outlined in the first paragraph of this section. If the obligations are not fulfilled, the Fund may decide
on the full, partial, or proportional return of the disbursed funds.

The Fund will issue a repayment decision to the beneficiary regarding the return of the funds.
The beneficiary must return the funds specified in the previous paragraph, adjusted for changes in the
cost-of-living index, within 30 days of receiving the repayment decision.

If the beneficiary does not return the owed amount within the specified timeframe, they will also be
required to pay statutory default interest from the due date of repayment until the date of actual
repayment, in accordance with the legislation governing the prescribed interest rate for default
payments.

9. Availability of Documentation

The public call text and application forms are available on the Fund’s website at www.srips-rs.si. You
can request an application form by e-mail to: ad-futura@sklad-kadri.si. The documentation can also be

collected in person at the Fund’s office at Dunajska 20, Ljubljana, during business hours.

10. Application Deadline and Submission

Applications must be submitted to the Public Scholarship, Development, Disability, and Maintenance
Fund of the Republic of Slovenia, Dunajska 20, 1000 Ljubljana, with the note on the envelope stating:
“Fulbright 2027 — 385th Public Call”

Applications are exempt from administrative fees in accordance with Point 9 of the first paragraph of
Article 24 or Point 26 of Article 28 of the Administrative Fees Act (Official Gazette of the RS, No. 106/10
— official consolidated text, 14/15 - ZUUIJFO, 84/15 —ZZelP-J, 32/16, 30/18 — ZKZa$§, and 189/20 — ZFRO).

The application period is defined as an open deadline, starting on the date of the public call’s
publication on the Fund’s website and lasting until the funds are exhausted, but no later than
September 29, 2028.

An application is considered timely if it is received by the Fund before the application deadline. If the
application is sent by registered mail, the date of submission to the post office is considered the date
of receipt by the Fund.

If the application is submitted via a Petrol service station, the applicant must include a copy of the
receipt or confirmation of submission before sealing the envelope, showing the date and time of
submission. The date and time on the receipt or confirmation will be considered the submission date
and time. If the required proof of submission is not provided, the application will be deemed submitted
on the date of submission at 11:59 PM.


http://www.srips-rs.si/
mailto:ad-futura@sklad-kadri.si

If the application is sent by regular mail or submitted in person to the Fund, the date and time of receipt
by the Fund will be considered the submission date. Applications submitted after the application
deadline will be rejected by decision.

An application is considered complete if it is submitted on the prescribed application form and includes
all required attachments and information specified in this public call. Applicants who submit
incomplete applications will be asked to complete them. Incomplete applications that are not
completed in accordance with the request will be rejected. Applications that do not meet the public
call’'s conditions or are submitted after the funds have been exhausted will be declined. If an applicant
withdraws their application, they must notify the Fund in writing.

Appeals against decisions will be decided by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, and Innovation.

11. Additional Information

Additional information is available on the Fund’s website at www.sklad-kadri.si under the “All Calls”

section, in person during office hours (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM,
and Wednesdays from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM), or by telephone at +386 (0)1 434 15 66. Questions may
also be submitted via email at ad-futura@sklad-kadri.si.

Public Scholarship, Development, Disability, and Maintenance Fund of the Republic of Slovenia
Dunajska 20, 1000 Ljubljana

Tel.: +386 (0)1 434 15 66

Email: info@sklad-kadri.si

Website: https://www.srips-rs.si
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